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by the fact that every one of the independent republics has
scientific research institutes of its own; and there is a score
or more of research institutes attached to the trade unions.
Nothing less than a committee of Soviet scientists could
do justice to the task of describing the organisation of
science in the Soviet Union. There is no published hand-
book of scientific institutes. There is no up-to-date guide
to scientific research. It is almost impossible to secure
from the several government departments even a selected
list of their institutes. Accordingly my material for this
chapter is incomplete: but I have enough to illustrate the
opportunities for scientific research in Russia and the
conditions under which Soviet science operates. All
scientific work in Russia is under government control, either
through the Academy of Sciences or through one or other
of the numerous Ministries. These Ministries were formerly
called People's Commissariats, but in March 1946 the words
* commissar * and ' commissariat * vanished by decree from
descriptions of the Soviet Civil Service. Even scientific
research in Universities and technical colleges is covered by
this generalisation, for all such institutes are now under a
Ministry for Higher Education.1 The organisation of
science in Russia will be illustrated by reference to scientific
activities under three of these controlling bodies; the
Academy of Sciences, the Ministry of Agriculture, and the
Ministry of Health.

The Academy of Sciences

The Academy of Sciences was founded in 1725 under the
patronage of Peter the Great, and on the model of the Royal
Society of London. It was for a long time almost the only
coherent body of intellectuals in Russia. It was taken over
by the Bolsheviks at the time of the Revolution and
reconstituted in 1925 as * the Academy of Sciences of the
U.S.S.R.', since when it has enjoyed State patronage on a
1 See Chapter 4.